Surgical Management of Acute and Chronic Pulmonary Embolism.
Surgical pulmonary embolectomy and pulmonary thromboendarterectomy are well-established treatment strategies for patients with acute and chronic pulmonary embolism, respectively. For both procedures, techniques and outcomes have evolved considerably over the past decades. Patients with massive and submassive acute pulmonary embolism are at risk for rapid decline owing to right ventricular failure and shock. When thrombus is proximal, embolectomy can rapidly restore cardiac function. Chronic thromboembolic pulmonary hypertension is a more complex disease that requires skilled, careful dissection of the arterial wall, including vascular intima. When successful, surgery leads to clinical cure of the associated pulmonary hypertension, with excellent long-term outcomes.